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money; and in the end I found myself compelled, with the ex-
press consent of the Baroness, to take up an irregular relation-
ship.

JUDGE. Had you given your consent, Baroness ?

BARONESS. No, that is not true!   I demand proofs!

BARON. It is true, but I cannot prove it, since the only wit-
ness, my wife, denies it.

JUDGE. What is unproved need not be untrue, but a com-
pact of this kind, trespassing upon prevailing laws, must be
held a pactum turpe and invalid in itself. Baron, so far every-
thing is against you.

BARONESS. And as the Baron has confessed his guilt with
remorse and shame, I, who have now become complainant in-
stead of defendant, ask that the Court proceed to render a de-
cision, as further details are not needed.

JUDGE. In my capacity as presiding officer of this Court, I
wish to hear what the Baron has to say in justification, or at
least in palliation.

BARON. I have just admitted the charge of adultery and
have advanced as extenuating circumstances, partly that it
was the result of pressing need when, after ten years of married
life, I suddenly found myself unmarried, and partly that it
was done with the consent of the Baroness herself. As I have
now come to believe that all this was a trap set to make a case
against me, it is my duty, for the sake of my son, to hold back
no further------

BARONESS. [Exclaimsinstinctively] Axel!

BARON. What caused me to break my marital vows was
the faithlessness of the Baroness.

JUDGE. Baron, can you prove that the Baroness has been
faithless to you?

BARON. No! For I was concerned about the honour of the
family, and I destroyed all proofs that I obtained. But I